2y U.S. DEPARTMENT OF

SRS Cold War Historic Preservation Program

Program Update

Susie Ferrara
SRS Cold War Historic Preservation Program Manager, SRNS

SRS Citizens Advisory Board
May 21, 2024

SAVANNAH RIVER SITE  AIKEN  SC = WWW.SRS.GOYV



National Historic Preservation Act

President Lyndon B. Johnson signs NHPA, 1966

Fostered the system by which federal agencies:

« Survey and identify districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in
American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture, and use this
information to plan projects, where possible, historic places are preserved.

» Use this information to plan projects so, where possible, historic places are preserved.
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Programmatic Agreement

Developed with State Historic Preservation Office, Advisory Council, and
local stakeholders

For the identification and treatment of resources and artifacts that date
from the Site’s selection to the end of the Cold War.

«  We identify facilities for preservation
*  We write histories

«  We collect and manage artifacts

We provide public outreach
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Resource Identification
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220 Cold War resources identified as significant and the Site Layout

Considered a National Register-eligible Cold War Historic District
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A-Area Conceptual Plan created by Voorhees, Walker. Foley & Smith, 1952
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Publications

* Images of America Savannah River Plant.
. of America
The forward of the book was written by _ HTSTOR T SAVANNAH RIVER
PLANT

300/M AREA
FABRICATION

Walt Joseph, the SRS Heritage
Foundation and SRS Museum Founder.
Proceeds of book sales benefit the SRS

Museum.

PRESERVATION

Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-2023

* Nine Thematic Studies, includes oral
histories, online:
http://shpo.sc.gov/research/Pages/conrep
S.aspx

« Program annual summary reports
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The SRS Team

Andy Horcher, DOE-SR

Susie Ferrara, SRNS Cold War Preservation Program Manager

Mary Beth Reed, New South Associates, Vice President and Director of History
Josh Blackmon, Historian, New South Associates

Melissa Hanson, Curator, New South Associates

Erin Anderson, Curator, New South Associates

Nate Price, Historic Photo Digitization, New South Associates

SRS’s Cold War History Artifacts Storage Facility
315-M
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Heritage Tourism and Outreach

Heritage Tourism Meetings «  Over 1100 artifacts collected in 2023

A 1 + 4,840 historic photographs digitized

L

» 2023 SRS Cold War History Program Annual Report
»  Cultural Resource Management Plan updated

* SRS Section 106 Notifications to South Carolina Historic Preservation Office for title, Fire
Towers and F-Area Laydown Yard

»  Collaboration with SRS Retirees Association

» Hosted 8 historic public bus tours 315-M Curation Facility, Ellenton and Dunbarton with
Savannah River Archeology Program (SRAP)

» Hosted quarterly CSRA Heritage Tourism meetings

»  Atomic Energy Commission exhibit to the SRS Museum and artifact displayed in DOE
Forrestal Building

» SRS Museum Inaugural Fall Fission Festival (National Science Week)

»  New Historic Photography blog (internal on InSite)
Aiken County Council Chairman Gary
Bunker

Public Bus Tours
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Views of The Past - Telling Our Story

» SRS Cold War Historian Mary Beth Reed and curation team presented History
Presentations to USC Aiken Lifelong Learning Academy. Invited back for Fall 2024.

» SRS Cold War Curator Melissa Hanson presented to the Beech Island Agricultural
Club.

» SRS Cold War Historic Preservation Program Manager Susie Ferrara introduced
the Program to the following: Aiken Kiwanis Club, Aiken Senior Men’s Club, Aiken
Town and Country Club, SRNS new hires, SRNS Apprentice Program, SRNS
Engineering Leadership Development Program, and SRMC new hires.

« Historical Displays in SRS Training Facility, 766-H -

SRS Training Facility
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Savannah River Site Museum: Our Legacy

* Heritage Foundation chartered in 2005
 Nonprofit 501(c)(3)
« SRS Heritage Foundation Board

* SRS Museum operates in collaboration with Aiken County Historical Museum and
guidance of the SRS Heritage Foundation.

* QOccupies the former Dibble Memorial Library building. Aiken’s first dedicated library
building, named for prominent Aiken banker Henry M. Dibble.

Image courtesy of the South Carolina State Library.
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SRS Museum New Promo Video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIBonzYtgmU

Gallery Opening With Community and Stakeholders
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National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) sponsored gallery in October 2022.
Over 3,200 visitors in 2023. First quarter CY24, over 1,000 visitors.
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New Exhibits

“Where is Radiation?” exhibit sponsored by Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL)
features an interactive Geiger counter (built by SRNL volunteers) and a touchscreen with
information on radiation and videos that highlight SRNL and its employees.

" The Cold War Fallout Shelter exhibit is a retro 1950s replica sure to send you back in time.
What would you bring to a fallout shelter? Did you know there are homes Aiken County that
have bomb shelters still today?
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Education Programs: Fun Learning For Kids

« K-12 student groups
* Homeschool groups
3 Scouts Nuclear Merit Badge Program
 North Augusta Junior Leadership
 Partner with SRNS Education Outreach
« Career Panels
 Science-based Lesson Plans
854 students reached in 2023
 Opportunity for growth
» STEAM Career Camps (Summer 2024)

LT ()
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Public Outreach: Inaugural Event for SRS Employees and the Community
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Museum Hours

 Help us preserve SRS’s History, expand educational
outreach, and increase awareness of our extraordinary
history!

« Sign up for our free quarterly newsletter at SAVANNAH RIVER S E

Wwww.srsheritagemuseum.org MU S EU M

HOWDID SMALL-TOWN AMERICA
RESPOND TO THE COLD WAR AND
THENATION'S NUCLEAR ARMS RACE?

Museum Hours

Wednesday - Saturday: 10 am - 4pm
224 Laurens Street, SW, Aiken, SC

Ft}lldw us on
Social Media

Free Admission!
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http://www.srsheritagemuseum.org/

What’s On the Horizon

 Continue to preserve SRS artifacts
 Share the Site’s rich history
* Pilot 2 walking tours of Ellenton (with SRAP), next scheduled on 10/31/24 Cold War Historic Preservation Program continties to support Savannah River S

o SUppOl’t 2024 SC Historic Preservation Office Conference with content tor social media campaigns such as Throwback Thursda}-'s..

SRS Stories to Share

Savannah River Site .
. March 24 at 00 AM - @ i ETBT °' Savannah River Site
SRS Safety EXpO In 2024 :Atese e ecciogical survey was conducted in #SavannahRiverSite arch 31 3t 200 AM - &Y
the early 1950s. Dr. Ruth Patrick was a Sawannah River Plant’s first female reactor room

groundbreaking ecoclogist involved in this sbudy #SR:.""
and contimeed research, The ecchogy work done
early on at Savannah River laid the foundation for
the Savannah River Ecology Lab that i on site

control superisors were certified after a nine-
month traiming in 1982, The four women are
pictured left to right, Jessie Hill, Cheryl Cott. Jeri

183 historic oral interviews sharing with SRNS Video Services

. T . . . 1nday. MW Hist nth #TET I Trickett, and Barbara Jennings
« Continue digitization of historic photos S . #WomensHistoryMonth #TT
i i Whether its January 1953 or January 2022,

everyone understands the feeling of pay day! 7%

 Continue to grow museum’s education outreach
» SRS Museum - 75 Artifacts Exhibit 2025
« Support 751 Anniversary Committee

Sawannah River Plant employees line up to
receive their paychecks. L Reactor area
constrection can be seen in the background,
along with many metal hard hats worn by |

L
construction workers =1l
k]
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Years of service

» SRS Family Days in 2025 to the Nation

« 315-M Curation Facility Tour ( ' SRS

SAVANNAH RIVER SITE
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